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Greater Boston’s Top Five Towns on the Rise for
2026

Five Massachusetts communities shot up our Top Places to Live list. What do they know that you don’t?

by BRITTANY JASNOFF . 2/26/2026, 1:10 p.m.

Sign up for our weekly home and property newsletter, featuring homes for sale, neighborhood happenings, and more.

TOP PLACES te LIVE 2026

THE DEFINITIVE RANKING OF
GREATER BOSTON’S GITIES AND TOWNS
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For a closer look at the full list, head here. / lllustration by Benjamen Purvis

Our Top Places to Live in Greater Boston ranking shifts annually—some cities hold steady, others slip, and a handful of towns make
moves that are hard to ignore. This year, these five communities stood out for ascending the ranks among all 141 Greater Boston
locales, dramatically improving their scores across categories like education, safety, housing, and more. In other words: Don’t sleep on
these five spots.

Greater Boston’s Most Affordable Top Towns

Top Places to Live in Greater Boston for 2026: The Definitive Ranking
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Sow is more than an apple-picing'destinati‘o. / Wikiped

1. Stow

Yes, the apple picking is great—but Stow has more going on than fall foliage and cider doughnuts.
Median Single-Family Home The town’s scores climbed in nearly every category this year, including diversity, employment, and
05’;:‘:'*' ii?rfgow education. On that last front, a big addition is coming: The $83 million Masters Academy
' International, a private school focused on athletic excellence, is set to open in the former Bose
headquarters this September. And then there’s the land itself. “You definitely get more rolling land
and kind of a country feel,” says Kathleen Newton of Advisors Living. “It’s all farms and very beautiful, lush land.” Translation: space
to breathe, less than an hour from Boston.
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